
WHEN NO NEWS IS BAD NEWS 

 

The Bunyip and surrounding community have been waiting a long time for information from Hanson 

about its plans for a mega granite quarry in Bunyip Nth. 

 

The large property on a prominent hill on Sanders Road was purchased in the name of “JRH Pastoral 

Pty Ltd” in 2007. In 2008 Hanson disclosed that, rather than any pastoral activities being planned for 

the large rural property, it was Hanson’s plan to build one of the largest granite quarries in Australia.  

 

Hanson’s Divisional Waste and SR Development Manager, Daniel Fyfe, lodged the Referral for 

Environment Effects Statement dated July 2013. It stated that Hanson plan to quarry 2 million tonnes 

of rock each year to within 100metres of each boundary and operate 7 days per week. This is a huge 

operation - the total site is 280 ha (690 acres). Hanson acknowledge that there will be as many as 530 

trucks and vehicles every day on Tonimbuk Road accessing the freeway at the Bunyip intersection. 

 

Despite the vast size of Hanson’s impact on our community, it has not provided information on its 

impacts. As long ago as 2008, residents in closest proximity to Hanson’s proposed quarry agreed to 

participate in Hanson’s Futureye survey. Part of that document stated that all information would be 

made public. Many residents cooperated in the survey because of that statement. Of primary 

importance are the expert reports on flora, fauna, traffic, water, noise and heritage. Almost a decade 

later, we are still waiting for Hanson make those reports public.  

 

The requests for Hanson to publish those reports on the impact of this environmentally sensitive and 

prominent location has been ongoing. Even at a meeting in June 2015, Hanson promised to supply 

those expert reports within 4 weeks. However, that promise to share the reports has never been 

honoured.  

 

It is believed that Hanson are now in the process of conducting surveys and reporting for the purpose 

of an Environment Effects Statement (EES) as required under the EES Act and legislation.  

 

If the past is a predictor to the future then prospects for disclosure and consultation appears bleak. 

 

And the really bad news? This lack of information and consultation has had very real and negative 

impacts on the Bunyip and Garfield Nth and wider communities.   


